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s some of you know Richard
and I are involved in studying
the Teaching and Learning for
Service (TLS) URC training course.
Part of that involves going away and
for ourselves, particularly: “Weekends
in Woking.” This has provided us
with an opportunity to see the United
Reformed Church in a wider context,
as well as to get to know people from
different parts of the country.
One of the exercises we were asked
to do was to describe our church to
someone from outside our particular
congregation. Inevitably we talked
about how the church was organised,
what activities the church was involved
in, the sort of ministry and services
available, etc. We were then asked
to do the same exercise, but this time
leaving out all of the above topics.
It was all too easy to talk about the
institution of the church, rather than
the church as a community - exactly
the point the exercise was designed to
make.
Let us think in the light of this, how we
would describe Beulah, to someone
outside of the church. Inevitably it
forces to ask ourselves, in terms of
our own mission to our own our local
area, what makes us relevant - us
as an institution or us as a believing
community.
Robin Greenwood in his book:
‘Reclaiming the Church,’ says this:
“for the majority in this country, our
churches are irrelevant, peripheral and
seemingly only concerned with their
own trivial pursuits.”
My honest opinion, in the light of this
statement, is that those outside the
church, are seeing too much of the
church as: ‘institution’ and not enough
as: ‘community.’
In a recent Lay Preachers meeting
we talked about the importance of
hospitality, as a way of facilitating
relationships between church members,
as well as with the surrounding area. It
is encouraging to note how many on
the edge of our own particular church,
see Beulah, as a major anchor in their
lives. I am always impressed with the
ongoing work of the Coffee Lounge,

particularly the way it has encouraged
and facilitated relationships within the
Fellowship, with other churches and
the local community.
Instrumental also are the after church
coffee gatherings, the church and
community lunches, BBQs, as well
as the use we make of the Canolfan
in facilitating community and family
events. We all too often regard these
activities as a periphery.
As Christians our relationship with
Christ, out of which all our relationships
should grow and develop, are
foundational to our faith. As David
Timms, in his wonderful book: ‘Living
the Lord’s Prayer,’ puts it: “Christian
character is forged on the anvil of
Christian community.” The trouble with
focusing too much on the church as
institution, is that we are in danger of
losing sight of the why and the how,
of the way we might engage and be
relevant to our community. We need to
actively move towards Christ becoming
central in every part of our lives.
At this particular point in our church
history we have a unique opportunity
to rediscover our personal relationship
with God and with each other. When
I say to other churches we no longer
have a minister, the response is time
and time again:” Oh but Beulah has so
many talented people.”
This is the time to perhaps look at
ourselves and consider what our
individual contribution might be within
Beulah Church community. It is too
easy to leave it up to those that have
always done it, or leave it up to one
person. The Body of Christ, any church,
is everybody’s responsibility. Equally
we have a responsibility to support
and care for each other. Ultimately, it
is a Christ centred, committed, caring
community that will make a difference
to our unchurched neighbours.
In the words of Lesslie Newbigin, from
the “Gospel in a Pluralist Society:
“The only hermeneutic (i.e. the only
possible interpretation of the gospel),
is a congregation of men and women
who believe in it, and live by it.”
Sarah Edwards
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CHURCH NOTES

hope that the summer has
given most of us a time to rest
a little and to enjoy time with
family and friends. Church Life
didn’t stop for August, although it
was a little less busy than usual.
We are grateful to those who
looked after the children each
Sunday, and to those who gave
up time to run the two children’s
Fun Days – thanks especially to
Barbara Rhys and Pat Cazenave
for planning these. Some of
us will be going to Caldey for a
few days soon, and are looking
forward to all that this will bring.
September is coming round very
quickly and we will soon be back
into the swing of our busy lives.
We have much to look forward to
in the coming weeks – look out
for sessions on worship training,
meetings
about
transitional
ministry,
discussions
about
switching to renewable energy,
a wedding, a baptism, harvest
celebrations and much more.
None of these things would
happen without each and every
one of us being prepared to give
of our time and energies – in
whatever way we are able.
Stephen has referred in worship
to the many ways in which
people are ‘stepping up’ in this
time of vacancy, and if we look
around, we will signs of this
happening week by week. Some
of you work quietly and mostly
unacknowledged to keep things
going, and that is so much
appreciated.
None of us can work alone,
though, and in the links made
by the Yellow Bags from Synod
Day, we can see how we are all
connected, and the ways we can
learn from each other as churches
and individuals. As our friends in
Flint said, ‘God’s people journey
on!’
Everyone
received
a

questionnaire about meetings
at the beginning of August,
and I am grateful to all who
returned them with their views.
Of course, we do not all share
the same views (!) but over the
next few weeks the responses
will be analysed, and where
possible, the Elders will try to
take account of what you say
you want in terms of frequency
and timings of meetings.
Please note two important
dates that are approaching:
on 18th September Stephen
will share some information
about Transitional Ministry
with us, and we will have an
opportunity to discuss this at
a Church Meeting on Monday
19th September.
Family News:
We send our sympathies to
Gavin Williams on the death of
his mother, Sheila, after many
years of ill health. We remember
Gavin, Ruth, Michael and Nia
in our prayers at this sad time.
Several members and friends
have been unwell or have
been receiving treatment over
the summer, and good wishes
are sent to Diane Burton, Mair
and Glyn Williams, Barbara
Clargo, Sheila Phillips, Dorothy
Jones and Joyce Mathias. Tillie
Grandin broke her leg playing
football, and has had to spend
the holidays in a plaster cast
– we hope she recovers soon.
Our thoughts and prayers also
extend to Mildred Clift, Anne
Hughes (Tongwynlais) and Sue
Jones who are unwell at home,
as well as to Anne Escott who
has also not been very well
lately.
We send our best wishes
to Gwladys Brown who has
moved to Lakeside Care
Home recently after a period in

hospital.
To all these, and others who
are worrying about family
members, or who have
suffered bereavements we
give assurances of our love
and concern.
We were delighted to hear that
Kate and Andrew Parsons have
become the parents of a baby
son, Harry – making Denise
and George grandparents,
and Pam Penny a Great
Grandmother – congratulations
to all the family.
Congratulations too to Denie
and Ron Leech again, on
the birth of their third greatgrandchild, Oliver Ward.
We send birthday wishes to
Pam Penny and Janet Richards
who will be celebrating
special birthdays at the end of
September.
Congratulations
to
Catrin
McCarthy on becoming Head
Girl at Whitchurch High School,
and to Jack McCormack who
will be Deputy Head Boy.
At the time of writing I have
not heard about examination
results, but hope that our young
people have achieved what
they have worked for in their
GCSEs, AS and A Levels.
Finally, many congratulations to
Stephen Best on successfully
completing his training for Nonstipendiary Ministry. We are
looking forward to continuing
to work with Stephen in his
role in the Transitional Ministry
Team in Cardiff. His ordination
will take place at City URC on
24 September at 2.30pm, and
his induction as a Transitional
Minister will take place in
Bethesda, Tongwynlais, at
10.30 am on 25 September.
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Mrs Barbara Rhys,

Visit us at....... http://www.beulahurc.org.uk/
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Every blessing,
Louise.

W

e thought it would be nice to share
the contents of the Yellow Bag Beulah
exchanged at the recent URC gathering at
Builth Wells. So many from Beulah contributed
ideas, we hope that we chose a selection
that showed an overview of life at Beulah,
and ideas that will encourage and inspire the
receiving church.
Art work- Alun’s hymns, Graffiti Jesus,
Community art work, Sculpture bequest.
(below)
Services- Mission Statement, Baptism,
Wedding and Funeral service sheet.
Youth activities- Youth drop in poster, Photo of
‘refugee day’, stone from seniors.
Future- Praying hands question mark.(right)
KIN- Ninja knitters, social events, social
outreach, recent full church photo.
Community outreach- Rhiwbina festival
programme, Rhiwbina civic society.

Eco Congregation- ‘Mr Potato Head’, Bible
study on creation, seeds, Eco award.
Caldey- leaflet, stones.

Thank you all for your input.
Marianne and Nigel Barwise
(Owing to the limitations of our printing equipment,
photographs do not generally reproduce well: however,
further pictures will be shown in the “web” edition....Ed)

Follow us on Facebook…..
Join “Beulah Friends” and see upto-date news and activities from
around the Church.

Please send your Junior Crossroads contributions to
Andrew Glanfield:

glanfieldar@cardiff.ac.uk
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Gaynor Rees and her
family would like to thank
all her friends in Beulah
for their warm wishes,
cards and flowers, sent to
her in memory of her dear
mother Evelyn Rees, who
was 68 years a member of
this church.
Gaynor would like to
thank Rev Roger Bidnell
for taking Evelyn’s
celebration funeral
service and to Barbara
Rhys for organising all
the friends who provided
food for the delicious tea
after.
God bless you all.
Gaynor
Helen and I would like
to offer our heartfelt
thanks to our Beulah
family for all your
support, help and prayers,
and for Roger, especially
as he delivered such
a dignified, lovely and
memorable service.
Helen especially takes
comfort, knowing that
ultimately we do not own
our lives, God does.
With love to all,
Irene and Helen (Bragg)

Crossroads Editors,
Many thanks for the kind
invitation to the barbeque
to celebrate the time of
Stephen’s two years at
Beulah. I was privileged
to witness such love and
affection he received
during his time with you.
I know he will always keep
you all in his heart. Many
Thanks,
Beth Charles (City URC)

Stephen Best writes....

T

oday I received official confirmation that I have been
awarded my diploma in contextual theology from
Manchester University. This is the piece of paper which
entitles me to respond to a call to ordained ministry of word
and sacrament in the United Reformed Church. With City
as my sending church, Beulah as my placement church and
Bethesda as my calling church there is a curiously complete
and ‘trinitarian’ feel to the whole thing.
I am so grateful to you all for the wonderful BBQ send-off
you gave me in July. Your generosity has been well known
to me for years, but you visited it upon me in abundance
with your farewell gifts. I have also very much appreciated
the sentiments expressed in writing you have sent me. In
your giving you have especially encouraged me afresh in my
visual and creative ministry, something which has largely,
unavoidably, been stunted in the last few years of academic
focus. I have already purchased some fresh art materials
and have been standing, absorbed, at the easel. Such a joy!
As you probably know, my ordination will take place at City
URC on Saturday 24th September at 2.30. It is a celebration
to which you are all invited and Louise has received Beulah’s
formal invitation. My induction will take place at Bethesda
URC, Tongwynlais, on Sunday 25th September as part of
morning worship and there is room for a representative body
from Beulah to attend.
As a part time, non-stipendiary minister I will be working
initially in Transitional Ministry across the Cardiff area. I
am also available to lead worship from time to time, so we
shall continue to see each other. Beulah has a special and
permanent place in my heart. Thank you so very much.

QUIET SERVICES
Many of you will remember the Quiet Services which Peter
used to hold on Thursday evenings. They were of great help
and comfort to people needing a few minutes of quiet to
contemplate and pray, especially when going through difficult
times.
It has been suggested that we should try to find a time for
something similar again, perhaps once a month on one of the
Sunday evenings when there isn’t a service.
We need a rota of people to help with this – as some of us
did when Peter was away. If you feel this is something you
could offer to do for the congregation, please can you speak
to Ruth Williams as soon as possible.
Many thanks,
Louise
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Concerts at the Crossroads
Wednesday Lunchtime Recitals, Autumn
2016
There are three dates for your diary.
28th September – The Nidum Ensemble
26th October – George Fradley – piano
30th November – Sioned Gwen Davies –
mezzo soprano and Caradog Williams –
piano
The summer is flying by and it only seems yesterday that
we were hosting the Lovell – Jones family in their fabulous
evening concert. I think that everyone present realized that
they were in the presence of something special.
It is now time for the lunchtime recitals to start again after
the summer beak. They take place at 1.05pm on the last
Wednesday of the month and where, whenever possible, I try
to ask Welsh artists or those who work or study in Wales to
perform for us.
The September 28th concert features the Nidum Ensemble.
I am told on good authority that Nidum is the Roman word for
Neath!
When Steffan Morris gave his cello recital last year he
mentioned that this ensemble – which comprises musicians
from major British orchestras - was forming, and that they were
wanting an opportunity to perform the Mendlessohn Octet
and would we be interested? Yes Please! This particular work
is one of my Desert Island discs, it is so joyous and “got me
into” chamber music in my teens.
I hope that you enjoy it as much as I do.
Tickets £5 on the door
Trix Pryce

All are welcome! 		

Croeso i Bawb!
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Junior Church
August Holiday
Sundays

W

e have only had five
to ten children each
Sunday, but lots of fun and
laughter.
Very big Thank-yous…
Chris Phelps: for guiding
and helping us draw
our own faces with such
patience. We’ll let you
know why at Harvest!
Jill Edwards: for showing
us on a map where
Olympic athletes’ home
countries are, and some
Rio games that we played.
Brenda & John Cheer: A
great time playing bongos,
playing tennis in time to the
music. Ask John if you can
try it – very good fun.
Pat Agland: had children
painting their feet and the
floor, clay faces and more.
Denise Dickman: a
wonderful time trying to go
in and out of the Ark being
an animal, making arks to
take home, and rainbow
cakes.
Barbara: for always coming
up with something good to
cook.
Gaynor Rees: for all the
time she has put into
working on our gift for
Harvest.
To you all, thank you for
your care and love to us
in Junior Church over the
summer. Without you, all
this would not have been
possible and we would not
have had such fun.
Bless you all, and a very
big thank-you.
Pat Cazenave

Church

Family

Worship
Whether you’re simply interested in reflecting more
on worship or already involved/likely to be involved in
leading parts of worship services, these sessions are for
YOU.

Wednesday 7th September at Beulah URC
(Whittaker Lounge): What is worship?
Wednesday 14th September:

The Bible in worship

Wednesday 28th September:

Creating worship
Please note:
• We will start at 7.30p.m. and end no later than
9p.m.
• The sessions will be informal, and led by Ken
Graham and Shelagh Pollard.
• As each session stands alone, don’t worry if you
can’t attend all three.
• The venues for the 2nd and 3rd sessions will be
decided at the first.
• We hope folk from all the Cardiff churches will
attend.
• Further add-on sessions can be arranged if
required.

It would be good to have YOU with us!
For further information, please contact Shelagh Pollard,
shelagh@dspollard.org.uk
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Camp / Day Out

A

group of us are
heading to Pembrey
Country Park, Llanelli, to
camp 9th- 11th Sept, it is still
not too late to join us! We
are hoping a number of you
will also join us for the day
on September 10th. The site
has many options for an
exciting day out; including
an
amazing
beach,
toboggan run, horse riding,
bike hire, forest walks/
play area, dry slope skiing,
pitch and putt, disc golf,
crazy golf and a miniature
railway. As well as cafés, it
is all easily accessible from
the motorway from Cardiff
and suitable for a range of
ages and abilities.
We suggest people arriving
for the day meet at the
beach café at 11am and
hope to have a named
leader for the day trip and
to share transport. More
details can be found athttp://www.
discovercarmarthenshire.
com/pembreycountrypark/
index.html
or speak to Marianne and
Nigel Barwise. We hope to
see you there.

Dear friends,
The weeks are passing but
you are often in my thoughts
and prayers and I like to see
news of Beulah on Facebook
or from emails from friends.
So, I thought I would send
news as well as love from
Lena and myself. You know
how grateful we are for your
love and all that was done to
send us safely on our way to
Singapore and the Council
for World Mission.
It has been quite a change! I
am sure many of you quietly
anticipated this. I am not a
natural office worker and I
am having to develop ways
to engage with it all. This
has entailed persisting in
wearing shorts to work and
to dyeing my fringe blue
… I am about to recruit
an associate who will be
skilled in the arts of office
work so that I can continue
in my restless way having
ideas and chitterchatting
with colleagues. They are
getting used to me now, they
have developed many of
the mannerisms I became
familiar with in Beulah, eye
rolling, bemused looks and
so on!
My work is wide-ranging and
varied. CWM has a fund
it administers for member
churches encouraging
mission projects. This is one
of my key responsibilities
and it is interesting to see the
various models of mission
churches operate with. CWM
is trying to imagine ways to
encourage and influence
these models and bring to
them visions of justice. I am
hoping to create a series of

conversations and programs
about this that will inspire
concrete ideas. CWM is
particularly concerned to
look at justice led mission
in the context of nine areas:
Climate change, economic
justice, militarisation,
human trafficking, inclusive
community, evangelism,
inter-faith dialogue and
ecumenical relations,
worship and discipleship,
and children and youth. I
am asked to enable mission
and theological reflection in
these areas and between
the member churches with
my colleagues. I have
been working on a project
addressing the legacy after
slavery. Many of you will
becoming aware of the Black
Lives Matters movement, in
the US and beginning in the
UK. One of the aspects of
this movement is connecting
the contemporary experience
of black people now with how
European and white society
has historically treated black
people. The slave trade is
the clearest example of this.
CWM’s history is bound up
with this and I hope we can
begin a project exploring the
historical and contemporary
legacies of the exploitation
of black people as a justice
issue for mission.
Lena and I are enjoying
Singapore. It is always hot
and often stormy. We have
very spectacular thunder
storms and vibrant blue
electrical storms. It is an
interesting and sometimes
perplexing place to live in, but
we are finding the places we
like and Lena is always glad
when she is near the sea.
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She has begun to think about
work, but is also wondering
if she can take a new
direction, so is investigating
distance learning. University
in Singapore is even more
expensive than the UK.
Enfys and Eleri will visit later
this year, which will be great
and will also help us feel we
are settling enough to show
family and friends around. I
am often travelling, but we
would be pleased to put up
friends if you are travelling
this way if we can.
I do miss being with you. It
is strange being without an
immediate community to
lead my work and thinking.
You may not be surprised
to learn that the thing I
miss most is communion.
We have possibly found a
church to go to, it is the only
church in Singapore that
openly affirms gay people
and has a fascinating mix
of evangelical and postliberal theology. Think of
Stephen with a tambourine …
Anyway, it is curious to be in
a church where 80% of the
membership is male! But the
singing is rubbish!
So we are all called to
build on and bless the new
conditions God and others
have created around us. I
know you will be doing so
warmly and creatively in the
most Beulah like ways. We
send our love and assure
you of our prayers and trust
that in all the changes we
experience God’s Spirit walks
with us.

Peter and Lena

The Journeys of
the Yellow Bags

Marianne and Nigel have
written about the contents of
Beulah’s Yellow Bag which
we took to The Big Day Out
in July.
We received in return a
Yellow Bag from St John’s
Flint with Bagillt ,URC.
This bag contained some
part baked bread rolls, a
packet of soup, a copy of
Mark’s Gospel, and various
posters advertising some of
their Ecumenical social and
worship type activities. The
accompanying letter says,
‘We find that food …always
helps; it allows people from
outside our churches to come
in and not feel intimidated by
what can seem to them as
‘’religious ritual’’….We find
that when our church has
been part of a Pastorate with
different churches at different
times, it always helps
integration if social events
– with food – are part of the
process. It allows people to
get to know each other, talk
to one another while eating
together. Did not Jesus eat
with all kinds of people?’
The note goes on to say that
they are just reaching the
end of their sixth year without
ministry, but a minister has
been called to the Pastorate
and will be inducted in
September. The notes finish
with the words, ‘God’s people
journey on!’
At the barbecue to celebrate
Stephen’s time with us, we
cooked the part-baked rolls,
which were then filled with
sausages and eaten by
members of the group who
had gone to Synod Day.

We then heard from the
church which received our
bag – Hope and Market
Square United Church in
Merthyr Tydfil. This is what
they had to say:
‘On a Thursday morning we
have an informal service
with prayers for named
people - last week I decided
to use your bag as the basis
of the service, but by the
time we had opened each
folder we had run out of time.
Everybody was enjoying it
so much they asked me to
continue this week.
Although we are a very
small church compared to
yours and are in a back
street whereas you are
in a prominent position at
the crossroad it was good
to compare what the two
churches do and we have
decided we do not ‘advertise’
ourselves enough and we are
going to look into becoming
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an eco-church.
So thank you for all the
material you gave, we will
remember you in our prayers
as you seek a new minister.
We will be inducting a new
minister to the Valleys
pastorate on Nov 12th after 8
years without a minister - so
perhaps your church could
pray for us.’
We used this letter at our
Meeting Point in August,
and reflected on what was
said, remembering these
congregations in our prayers.
Three very different churches
in three very different places,
but all able to identify with
each other, and able to learn
from each other. They have
been six and eight years
without ministry – I wonder
what we can learn from
them?

The Den

O

ver the last couple of months
a small project has started
up which has been renovating the
garden furniture in the community
garden. You might have noticed
a difference! The Den has
been set up by Mike Wright
and Gareth Powell who have
volunteered their time to form
a group primarily for men with
some time on their hands along
the principles of the Men’s Shed
Movement.
A Man’s shed has, for
generations, been a place for him
to escape the stress and strains
of life; a safe haven to gain much
needed sanity; to be surrounded by his own, useful things; a place to think, to make things, to
mend things, to invent and be at one with the world…..and men the world over have done this
largely on their own.
There is now a new way for men to pursue their interests, develop new ones, belong to a
unique group, feel useful, fulfilled and a sense of belonging….The Men’s Sheds movement has
arrived in Wales and in Rhiwbina!.
‘Men’s Sheds’ are social groups or enterprises set up in local communities for the benefit of
men. They are self-governed, self- supported and sustainable with a small committee; their
own individual constitution, their own income and eventually their own premises. How each
individual shed looks and the activities that take place in them depend entirely on the skills and
interests of the group.
The idea originated in Australia 11 years ago and was developed by the health board to tackle
growing concerns of social isolation amongst their male population. They identified that high
numbers of men had time on their hands due to retirement, redundancy, illness but still had the
need for meaningful activity.
The Den has been established a few months now and has about a dozen members.
As well as helping the Community Garden at Beulah we are helping another community
garden to restore some furniture. In time we will look to develop our links with a local
woodworking group so that we can make and restore things. We will also have use of some
local allotments and opportunities for those interested in cultivation. Some of our members are
interested others just in the restoration projects and others in both. The choice is yours and in
fact you are welcome just to come down and chat over some tea and coffee.
Anyone is welcome and any interest, skill or project is given equal consideration – especially if
it could attract new members or gain valuable income to support the development of the entire
group.
At present we are meeting in the Community Garden at Beulah every Thursday from 1pm to
4pm.
If you want to have further information, please contact Mike Wright on 07929 468031
Further information also available from Ian McDowell (Beulah) in addition to the contacts
for Gareth and Mike for Mens sheds.
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Church Calendar: September 2016
SEPTEMBER
Sunday 4th:		
			
Weds 7th:		
			
			
Thursday 8th:		
Sat. 10th:		
Sunday 11th:		
			
Mon. 12th:		
Wednesday 14th:
			
			
Friday 16th		
Saturday, 17th:		
Sunday 18th:		
			
Monday 19th:		
			
Wednesday 21st:
			
Saturday 24th:		
			
Sunday 25th:
Paradise Run
Collection

Monday 26th:
Wednesday 28th:
			
			
Friday 30th		
OCTOBER
Sunday, 2nd:		
			
			
Monday 3rd:		
Wednesday 5th:
			
Saturday 8th:		
Sunday 9th:		

10.30 am: Revd. Roy Jenkins
Junior Church
Coffee served in Canolfan after service
6.00 pm: United Communion Service at Beulah
10.30am: Mid- Week Meeting Point
10.30 am: Church Office		
7.30 pm: Worship Training, MWL
7.45 pm: Pastoral Meeting, MWL 			
10.30 am: KIN Cake Stall
10.30 am: Dr Alun Jones
Junior Church
Coffee served in Canolfan after service
6.15 pm: Towards the End of the Day: Prayer & Song for the Evening
7.15 am: Youth Fellowship
2.00 pm: Women’s Fellowship
7.30 pm: Elders’ Meeting
10.30am: Mid- Week Meeting Point
10.30 am: Church Office
7.30 pm: Beulah Alive
7.30 pm: Worship Training, (Venue TBA)
3.15 pm: Youth Drop-in
1.00 pm: Marriage of Nicola Graham and Mark Coombes
10.30 am: Mr Stephen Best
Junior Church
Coffee served in Canolfan after service
7.15: Youth Fellowship
2.00 pm: Women’s Fellowship
7.30 pm: Church Meeting
10.30am: Mid- Week Meeting Point
10.30 am: Church Office
7.30 pm: Beulah Alive
10.15 am: WRB Prayers - Tabernacl, Whitchurch
2.30 pm: Ordination of Mr. Stephen Best, City URC
10.30 am: Mr. Richard Edwards: Family Harvest Service with Communion
Coffee served in Canolfan after service
10.30 am: Induction of Stephen Best to Bethesda URC, Tongwynlais as
Transitional Minister
6.00pm: Worship in MWL – Harvest Hymn Singing
7.15pm: Youth Fellowship
2.00pm: Women’s Fellowship
10.30am: Mid- Week Meeting Point
10.30 am: Church Office
1.05 pm: Concert at the Crossroads: The Nidum Ensemble
7.30 pm: Beulah Alive
7.30 pm: Worship Training: (Venue TBA)
3.15 pm: Youth Drop-in
10.30 am: Revd. Phillip Poynor
Junior Church
Coffee served in Canolfan after service
6.00 pm: United Communion service at All Saints
7.15: Youth Fellowship
2.00pm: Women’s Fellowship
10.30am: Mid- Week Meeting Point
7.30 pm: Beulah Alive
10.00-12.00: KIN Cake Stall
10.30 am: Revd. Roger Bidnell, to include Baptism of Carys Towler
Junior Church
Coffee served in Canolfan after service
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Nominations for the
Eldership
We have six Elders reaching
the end of their terms of
office in December, so we
need you to start thinking
soon about nominations for
next year.
The six retiring elders
are: Nesta Thomas, Peter
Stevenson, Tony Webb,
Alun Jones, Audrey Budding
and Ann Brown, and
these are not eligible for
nomination this year.
In these new and interesting
times that we find ourselves
in, it is more important than
ever that we ensure that
all vacancies are filled, so
we ask you all to consider
carefully and prayerfully
who you think might have
the right skills and aptitudes
to take on the role of
eldership in Beulah.
Nomination forms for
members are attached to
this edition of Crossroads
and may be returned to the
box in the Church foyer on
September 25, October
1 and October 8. This
will allow time for people
to consider the matter
before the names of those
accepting nomination are
brought to Church Meeting
on November 7.
If you are nominated and
have not held office before,
please talk to Louise or
any other elder about what
is entailed, and about any
concerns you may have
about taking on the role.

Routine Matters:

Readers
If you are on the Readers’
Rota, please check who the
Worship Leader is when it is
your turn. (The rota is printed
in Crossroads each month
under ‘Who’s doing what
and when’) If the leader is
a Beulah person or team,
please can you liaise directly
to find out what the reading is,
but if it is a visiting minister,
please liaise with Louise. The
Worship Leaders are in the
Calendar in Crossroads and in
the notices each week. If you
need to swap, please mark
this clearly on the rota which is
on the vestibule noticeboard.
Intercessionary Prayers
Several people have
now offered to lead the
intercessions on Sunday
mornings, and their prayers
have been very well
received. If you would like to

Church
Membership

I have been approached
by one or two people who
are considering becoming
members at Beulah – which
is most encouraging during
a time of vacancy!
It would be great if there
were others who would also
like to consider taking this
step, and I have information
about what is involved if
anyone would like to talk
to me about this. We would
organise some discussion
sessions if there is interest
sometime in the autumn. The
receiving into membership
would most likely take place
at the service of ordination
for new elders which will be
on January 15.
Louise
11

add your name to the list of
those available, please see
Louise. It would be helpful
if someone could offer to
create a rota of people to
provide the prayers, so
that it becomes our normal
practice. If you would like to
organise this rota, please
speak to Louise.
Elders and Stewards
If Elders and Stewards swap
duties, please can this be
marked on the vestibule
noticeboard (elders ‘duties
on the board at the bottom of
the back stairs).
Key Rota: Canolfan
We now have a small group
on a rota to unlock and
lock Canolfan on Sunday
mornings. More would be
useful, so if you can help with
this, please see Louise.

Electronic
Notices

If you would like to add
your email address to the
group receiving the notices
electronically each week,
please contact Anne James
(a.james813@ntlworld.
com).

Who’s Doing What and When
					Mini-Bus Driver		Duty Elder					Stewards											Pulpit Reader			
September
4th
am Ian Budding
		
pm

Derek Evans

11th

am Mike Warsop

18th
25th

Mary Edwards & Pat Agland

Mary Prosser

United Communion - Beulah

Richard Edwards

Viv Jones

Mary & Mike Warsop

Hollie Glanfield

am Huw Morgan

Colin Grimes

Trix Pryce & Barbara Collins

Jenny McDowell

am Colin Grimes

Phillip Edwards

Ann Grimes & Lynne Davies

Derek Evans

pm

Evening worship in MWL

		
October
2nd

am Keith Jones

Nigel Barwise

pm

Eleanor Mills & Diane Burton

Trix Pryce

United Communion - All Saints

9th

am Tony Webb

Ian McDowell		

16th

am Harley Jones Eleri John

Betty Evans & Frank Kinsey

Helen Harries

Helen Harries & Gill Grivas

Kate Hampson

23rd am Ian Budding
		

Peter Stevenson

Betty Hulston & Richard Sweetnam

Brenda Cheer

30th

Nesta Thomas

Bev Hampson & Glenys Scott

Pat Ruddock

am Mike Warsop

Editors’ Note

The deadline for articles for the
October edition of
Crossroads is
Sunday, 18th September, and
Colin will be editing.

Flower Rota
September
4th
Louise & Huw Morgan
11th Mary & Mike Warsop
18th Diane Burton
25th Heather & Colin Bishop
October
2nd
Trix Pryce
9th
Lorraine Larcombe
16th Alan Wilson 23rd Glenys Scott
31st Barbara & John Rhys

Editors:
Colin Grimes, Huw Morgan,
e-mail: crossroads@hotmail.co.uk
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We thought of Beulah’s art work.......

13

.....our services ....

14

.... our Youth activites ....

15

.... our future ....

16

.... KIN ....

17

.... outreach into the community ....

18

.... our life as an Eco-Congregation ....

19

.... and our visits to Caldey.

20

An essential refuelling stop in the Men’s
Shed !
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